to arrest all morbid processes of this organ, with an activity and impetuosity of treatment," which may sometimes lead the practitioner to sacrifice the patient's constitution to the securing of his sight. " The excessive practice," he says, " to which I allude, is especially that of bloodletting, mercurial treatment, and all those means which tend greatly to lower and impair the general powers of the system." (p. 5.) Upon this question of active treatment, and especially of active depletion from the system by the lancet, we think the rule a very plain one. In those acute inflammations of the eye, which are attended by a quick full pulse, throbbing pain in and around the eye, such as prevents sleep, and an imminent danger of disorganization, or at least of serious morbid change, of some important part, as in purulent ophthalmia, rheumatic ophthal-mia, syphilitic iritis, &c., the lancet should always be employed; while in those inflammations which are not attended by such violent symptoms, as catarrhal ophthalmia, scrofulous ophthalmia, &c., general bloodletting may be abstained from. As for mercury, the rule is, also, in our In the hands of an intelligent practitioner, calomel, black draught, and a plentiful supply of water, would alone materially diminish the frequency and virulence of this painful disorder.
The habit of the Egyptians is to crowd themselves much together; their mode of living is very poor; they spend a considerable portion of time in the bazaars and other public places, where the profusion of flies, at all times sufficiently great, is aggravated by the exposure of dates, raisins, figs, and other sweets, by which they are attracted; it is to these flies, carrying the purulent secretion from one eye to the other, that I believe the extension of the disease is frequently due; and I would strongly urge all persons in their travels through Egypt, to be provided with veils for the purpose of keeping off these insects; gauze, or dark-coloured spectacles, may protect the eyes against the glare of the sun, or partially even against dust, but they do not prevent flies from settling on the lids." (pp. 97-9.) We must confess we are surprised at Mr. I showed the case to many medical friends, who were much inte-
